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Memories of a Power Brakes conversion on a 1971 Corvette 
 

I did the job all by myself, except for the brake bleeding. 

Looks like an easy job but its not, you definitely need some experience to avoid screw ups. 

I’m not a GM mechanic but I have good experience working on cars. To complete the job correctly 

it took me around 6 hours. 

Considering that I’m in writing from Italy, I will give you the measurements in millimetres. 

 

Total labor includes some extra time for constructing a longer clevis (the one provided with the kit 

was too short), a thinner clevis rod, a cardboard template, some upper custom washers and figuring 

out how to reinstall clutch pedal activated starter switch. 

 

Note. Working on the car from the inside, under the pedals was a real pain!! No room and a lot of 

items in the way 

 

1) Remove from the interior:  driver’s seat (gives some extra room to work under the pedals), 

lower air conditioning hose above pedals, clutch safety switch, brake light switch, trigger 

plate and clevis rod. 

 

In the engine comp.: Remove fluid from the master cylinder. Disconnect lines at the master 

cylinder, remove master cylinder from the firewall. 

 

2) I created a drilling template with cardboard (picture 1) because the gasket in the kit was not 

precise enough to be used as a template. 

                                                     
 

 

 

3) I used the template to mark the 2 upper holes and the area to modify on the firewall, see  

(picture A). 

                                                A   
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4) I drilled the holes with 10mm drill (picture B) and enlarged the hole in the firewall. Note. 

The lower existing holes were in the right place, but I had to drill through  in order to enlarge 

them; also, considering that the upper holes were really close to the existing ones, I built 2 

custom washers (picture E) that mount on the inside , to give extra strength 

 

 

          B        E      
 

 

 

5) Power brake pedal height is closer to the floor than non-power. I wanted to keep the same 

height I am used to, so I built a longer clevis by modifying the stock one (picture C) left. I 

preferred to work on the stock one because the one provided in the kit is zinc plated and 

therefore not as easy to weld. The result is (picture D) on right. The distance from the 

bottom of the clevis to the center hole is: stock & kit 48mm (1 7/8 inches), modified 67 mm 

(1 5/8 inch). 

 

 

            C                  D   
 

6) Considering that the new system attaches lower on the firewall, the clevis will now be 

attached to the pedal’s lower hole. In fact the pedal has 2 holes, the upper used for the 

original clevis and the lower to mount the brake light trigger bracket. With the conversion 

this positioning is inverted. Problem is that the lower hole on pedal its smaller in diameter , 

and considering that its almost impossible to enlarge it (no room to work) , I reduced the 

rod’s diameter from 9,4 to 8,5 mm. 
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7) I installed the booster, vacuum hoses (picture F & G) and clevis rod. 

 

  F      

G   
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8) I reassembled all the interior, the worst was to reinstall the ignition’s clutch switch, to hold 

the bolt on the bracket, I used a thin PVC type washer on the inside part of the bracket that 

holds the bolt in place. 

 

 

9) Mounted the master cylinder on booster using the longer internal rod provided in the kit. 

 

10) Mounted brake hoses and bled the system. 

 

Picture H shows the conversion’s final result. 

 

 

H 

 
 

 

 

Driving notes: the car is driving excellent; brakes are a lot more powerful, require a much lighter 

touch on the pedal and progression is quite good;  it’s definitely a good conversion. Also, because 
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now days we are used to driving cars with a “light pedal”, it’s a lot easier when you switch from 

your everyday ride to your vintage car, safer too! 

Gus: 

Please find below my comments regarding my experience with installing my power brake booster on 

my 1972 Corvette. I read the above and it appears quite complete and I found the same obstacles that 

the gentleman with the 1971 conversion encountered. 

 

Memories of my 1972 Power Brake Conversion 

 

I did the job with a friend of mine and the project took approximately 8 hours to perform. At this point I still 

haven’t bled my brakes. I will be starting up my new rebuilt engine some time next week. I will bleed the 

brakes myself at that point. 

 

The interior of my car is completely removed. You definitely have to take out the drivers seat to 

work at the underside of the dash. I basically had to lay on the floor on my back to work on the 

installation from the inside of the car. Very tight area to work in and a lot of stuff in the way. The 

following is a basic description of what I did for my installation 

 

1. The master cylinder was removed from the firewall along with brake lines to the bulkhead 

during my engine compartment detailing project. 

2. I used the gasket that was provided for my booster as a template to drill the holes. 

3. I re-drilled the bottom two holes that I was to re-use, and I drilled two new top holes. The 

new top holes are close to the existing holes, and using a washer as shown in picture E above 

is a good idea. I used a regular washer on the top two holes on the backside of the firewall. 

4. I cut out the hole on the firewall to form an elongated groove as shown in picture B above. 

5. I did not want to have my brake pedal 3” closer to the floor so, prior to installing the booster, 

rather than elongating the clevis, I went to the local hardware store and purchased two 2 ½” 

long hex head bolts (same diameter as the studs on the back of the booster) and I cut the 

threaded portion off of the bolt. I extended the threaded portion by approximately 1” to 1 ¼”. 

I used a threaded rod coupling to tie the rods together and I installed the clevis to the 

backside of the coupling and then installed the lockwasher and nut. I used locktite on all 

threaded nuts and rod coupling. The clevis assembly was extremely rigid and tight on the 

shaft. This worked great! The brake pedal is at the same level off of the floor as was with the 

standard brake package. 

6. I removed the brake light trigger switch from the bottom hole on the brake pedal arm. 

7. I installed the power brake booster through the firewall and installed the nuts and washers on 

three of the four studs. I didn’t bother going through the agony of removing the clutch 

switch. It looked too difficult for me to take on and didn’t want to take the chance of 

screwing anything up. You definitely need a universal joint with a couple of extensions to do 

up the bolts on the back of the booster. 

8. I attached the new clevis to the lower hole on the brake pedal arm.  

9. I reassembled the new brake pedal trigger switch mounting bracket on the upper hole. What a 

pain! The hole needs to be bigger in diameter. I didn’t bother re-drilling this hole, I managed 

to wiggle the bolt through the existing hole. 

10. I installed the new master cylinder with the longer internal rod which is installed into the new 

booster and activates / plunges into the new master cylinder. 

11. I installed the vacuum hose and brake lines down to the bulkhead.   
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I am looking forward to driving my car with power brakes. Definitely much safer to drive than the 

regular standard braking system. 

 

Thanks Gus for letting me share my experience with you.  

 

Best Regards, Silvio DeGasperis, Ontario, Canada. 

 


